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hello my name is Sarah Nelson I'm executive director of the Christic Institute and interfaith public interest law 
firm and policy Center in Washington DC you are undoubtedly aware of what has become known as the iran- 
contra scandal the product of the Reagan administration's secret arms for hostages deal with Iran and the 
subsequent illegal diversion of arms sales profits to the Contras you may have watched some of the 
congressional hearings dealing with this issue you may be aware of the special prosecutors independent 
investigation he was appointed by the Justice Department to look into this whole ordeal you may not 
however be aware of a third major investigation this is the investigation spearheaded by the Christic Institute 
and to US journalists Martha honey Antonio Avril GaN in Costa Rica the investigation looks into the shadow 
government behind the White House secret deals with Iran and the Contras the lawsuit arises from a terrorist 
bombing which occurred at a press conference held by contra leader Eden Pastora in 1984 the bombing 
killed eight people and wounded almost two dozen one of those wounded Tony Aragon and ABC 
cameraman and his wife journalist Martha honey launched an investigation into the people behind the 
bombing many of those people have now become household words people like Richard Secord Albert Hakim 
Rob Owen John singh lob Rafael chichi Quintero John hull Thomas Klein's and ultimately Theodore Shaklee 
these and 21 other men are the defendants in our lawsuit which is filed on behalf of Tony Aragon and Martha 
honey we charged these men with responsibility for the low 
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men with responsibility for the low penka bombing and with responsibility for the Contra resupply operation 
moreover our investigation shows that many of them have been in in a dark 25 year history of criminal 
activities done in the name of the US government and the name of the American people these criminal 
activities in covert operations throughout the world include illegal drug trafficking gun running and political 
assassination programs this secret team of former CIA officials military officials and shady businessmen 
have in short been an enterprise that is the epitome of organized crime on a global scale this case is 
uncovering very sobering information it's almost unbelievable and I'm glad it means that the American people 
are not ready to accept this kind of reality there are thousands of people throughout the country who are 
watching this program in their homes in their religious organizations or their community organizations and it's 
only through our collective moral outrage and committed action that we will be able to deal with the public 
policy questions that arise in this lawsuit in short we are dealing with trying to defend and protect our 
constitution in its 200th year anniversary and with protecting our democratic institutions this case is only the 
last in a series of landmark successful cases by the Christic Institute most well known as the Karen Silkwood 
case which won a ten and a half million dollar judgment against the kurma gay nuclear Corporation in 
Oklahoma another is the Greensboro civil rights fund case against the Klan and Nazis and the Greensboro 
police for the killing of demonstrators in North Carolina and Dan Sheehan who is the Council on our contra 
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Sheehan who is the Council on our contra case is a former Harvard Law School graduate and one of five 
lawyers who served on the Pentagon Papers case years ago Tony Aragon in speaking with divisions of the 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries in New York discusses Villa penka bombing and the investigation of the 
people behind it my name is Tony ever again along with my wife Martha honey | am one of the plaintiffs in 
the Christic Institute lawsuit Martha and | have been journalists for 15 years we currently live in San Jose 
Costa Rica and have lived there for the last four and a half years a little over three years ago | was one of the 
journalists who attended a news conference that was being given by Troublesome contra leader Eden 
Pastora at a contra camp in southern Nicaragua just across the border from Costa Rica that news 
conference was attacked by a terrorist who brought a who posed as a journalist brought a camera case full 
of c4 plastic explosive to the news conference and detonated that by remote control and killed the three 
journalists and seriously wounded some 2,000 others including me Martha fortunately was not at the news 
conference because she was finishing up an article that she was doing for the New York Times was 
immediately asked by the committee to protect journalists in the newspaper guild to begin an investigation to 
find out who had done this and why when | get out of the hospital several months later | joined that 
investigation and it's a very long story a story that is recounted in the in our where we couldn't out for the 
Lepanto report which is actually the what we ended up submitting some sixteen months 
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ended up submitting some sixteen months later to the committee to protect journalists and that's available 
here and | won't go into the all the details of that because | hope you'll have the chance to read it but to make 
a very complicated situation somewhat brief we began thinking that the probable suspects in this attack were 
probably the Sandinistas because even that story after all was a contra leader this was in a an illegal 
contract amp and southern Nicaragua and certainly the government in Nicaragua had no reason to to love 
pastor at the time but very soon after beginning the investigation we noticed that there were numerous 
incidents of disinformation stories being planted in the press in most cases emanating directly from agencies 
of the US government in Washington and also disinformation being planted in the Costa Rican press this of 
course caused us to wonder why people were engaged in this information if they were they obviously had 
something to hide and we were interested in finding out we spent 16 months looking at least many of them 
false leads much of the time was spent tracking down this disinformation we had weeds pointing to the right 
pointing to the left we conducted literally hundreds of interviews many of them in dark alleys with drug 
traffickers with mercenaries Contras we traveled throughout the Americas we had people working for us in 
Europe and we did a very very thorough investigation during the course of that investigation toward the end 
of it we had the unfortunate experience of having one of our key sources a person who had told us that he 
was a member of the group that had done the bombing was kidnapped and murdered in Costa Rica we had 
another person who 
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in Costa Rica we had another person who was cooperating with us who was harassed so badly that we had 
to take him and his entire family out of Costa Rica give them new identities and settle them in another 
country and by the way | think there was some help from some of the organizations that you're involved with 
in that in that process it was a very difficult time we were receiving death threats harassment many of our 
sources were being threatened there was a concerted campaign to try to throw us off the track or to try to 
scare us so that we would not continue with the uncovering the information that we were uncovering finally 
16 months after the bombing we felt that we had enough information to submit our report to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists we also in the course the investigation uncovered a lot of information about Contras and 
drug trafficking because the group that we had discovered that was involved in the bombing was in fact a cell 
of the fdn that was being directly aided by the Central Intelligence Agency in the National Security Council 
and we found proof that this very same group was heavily involved in drug trafficking in arms sales for profit 
in the violations of various United States and Costa Rican laws we also discovered that there were agencies 


of the Costa Rican government security agencies of the Costa Rican government that have been brought 
under the control of the Central Intelligence Agency in Costa Rica and were more responsive to the US 
Embassy in the Central Intelligence Agency than they were to the executive branch of the government of 
Costa Rica this information we were told by Costa Rican friends this information was very important to the 
future of Costa Rica 
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important to the future of Costa Rica that people in Costa Rica should know about this and at their urging we 
held a news conference in Costa Rica made our report available translated into Spanish and distributed it to 
people in Costa Rica immediately we were sued for criminal libel now libel and Costa Rica is a much more 
serious charge than it is here in the United States it is a criminal offense and we were sued for criminal libel 
by a millionaire North American rancher by the name of John Hall who accused us of having slandered him 
by saying he was a CIA agent a drug trafficker and a murderer we responded that we had spent quite a few 
pages describing his activity but for reasons of brevity we would accept his summary we that case went to 
trial in May last year shortly before that we had been talking to friends in the United States about our 
frustration concerning this this whole case because we were feeling certainly under attack by John Howe by 
his friends by people in the US Embassy | should mention that the day after we issued our of a penka report 
the then US ambassador to Costa Rica Louis towns said on Costa Rican television that we were traitors to 
our country we wondered if we had if our investigation had found out that the Sandinistas had done it that he 
would have gotten on television and said we were great Patriots but we we search for the truth we found the 
truth and that made us traitors but we were feeling frustrated because we had found in our investigation that 
the killing and maiming of journalists was not an accident that it was intentional that the people who planned 
this action planned it in a way that it would be blamed on the Sandinistas and hoping that it would provoke 
US military retaliation against 
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provoke US military retaliation against the Sandinistas we found out that they intentionally planted this bomb 
at a news conference with the full intention of killing journalists because that would make the atrocity that 
much greater we found out that they were planning other terrorist actions including a bizarre scheme that | 
won't go into detail about bombing the US Embassy in San Jose and all sorts of other important information 
that this group was still very active we actually found who the bomber was we identified him we found out 
that he was a right-wing Libyan exile who had been trained in Chile and had been recruited in Choi and we 
actually for a period of time found where he was we found him living in the Hialeah section of Miami we 
informed the FBI of this there was an Interpol warrant out for this person the FBI refused to do anything 
Costa Rican authorities refused to do anything so we were feeling very very frustrated and we talked to 
friends in the United States they suggested that there might be an alternative and that would be to file a civil 
suit in federal court in the United States just when we were discussing this we received a phone call of an 
excited phone call from Danny Sheehan and people to Christic Institute saying we had to talk we had to get 
together and we agreed to do that they came to Costa Rica and explained that they had also been involved 
in an investigation we didn't know who they were and we had never frankly never heard the Christic Institute 
but they explained they had been involved in an investigation of a group of people who were ex officials of 
the Central Intelligence Agency ex generals and people who have been engaged in a host for a series of 
covert activities over a period of decades and that their investigation had led them to go penka and 
connections with some of 
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go penka and connections with some of the very same people that we have been investigating and 
particularly down to john hole when we put all of our information together we were also excited because we 
found that they had begun in Washington with the people wearing the suits and work their way down and 
ended up with John hole we had begun in the gutter with the Contras and the drug dealers and worked their 


way up to John holder that's not very far up but we when we got together we saw that we had information 
that fit together very well this two parts of this completed a puzzle and we were all very excited but we felt 
that first we had to deal with this problem of the libel suit in Costa Rica and Danny and other people from the 
Christic Institute helped us to view that libel suit in a new light we were feeling under attack and we had 
contacted a the we had retained one of the top criminal lawyers in Costa Rica he was telling us that we had 
to this is very serious we were in a very weak position that indeed we had libel John Howe and that we had 
better find some way to get out of this he even suggested we look for some technicality like try to find it they 
had put the stamps on a piece of paper upside down and some some some small technical mistake they had 
made as a way of getting out he suggested that we say that only one of us wrote the report and we had 
written that on some Island doesn't belong to anybody maybe in the Gulf of Sidra it was disputed or 
something like that we explained that we didn't want to do that that we wanted vindication of our reputations 
were at stake and we wanted to win this and and clear our reputations Danny said this was the attack being 
taken by this Costa Rican lawyer was completely wrong that really what we had here was a golden 
opportunity because John Hall had made a 
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opportunity because John Hall had made a serious mistake he was going to bring this matter into court and it 
was a fantastic opportunity that we would have to air everything publicly and really we should take advantage 
of this and and just turn the whole thing around to make it a trial of John Hall and his activities we fired that 
lawyer we found another lawyer who shared that perspective and we went to court and did just that we put 
the CIA John hole and the Contras on trial and the it was it was really an amazing process that took place in 
that Costa Rican courtroom because right from the beginning what happened was that the issue became not 
what we had said about John hole but really the issue was the sovereignty of Costa Rica and the question of 
whether there was a government and agencies of that government being the United States government that 
were running rampant over the sovereignty of a country that was striving to be neutral and stay out of the 
turmoil of Central America and the judge you could just see his eyes just kept getting wider and wider and 
guards from all over the building kept coming in to hear the testimony that was being given and it was 
testimony from Contras ex Contras from a United States government attorney who had done some 
investigation on this from Eden Pastora and very startling testimony things that had never been said publicly 
in Costa Rica before and at the end of the trial the judge ruled that we were perfectly justified in saying 
everything that we had said John hole then obviously was upset he appealed that to the Supreme Court and 
the Supreme Court upheld the lower court's decision and we felt good about that but also for the reasons | 
explained a moment ago we were feeling frustrated and Danny and other people the Christic Institute talked 
to us about the possibility of entering a suit in the United States as a way to air this issue and bring these 
people finally to justice Marth and | were very 
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finally to justice Marth and | were very reluctant to do that we saw that as journalists especially as freelance 
journalist people who were not receiving a weekly paycheck from anyone but were paid by the work we do 
each day that we would have serious problems because we knew that it would be perceived by some as 
moving across a line an imaginary line that exists separating journalism from activism and we knew it would 
not do our careers any good at all but on the other hand we felt a real obligation to the victims of Lepanto we 
had friends have friends who lost arms legs and eyes people we see every day we had the three people that 
were killed were all good friends of ours we certainly thought an obligation to them to their families who are 
left alone have no no means of income and we felt an obligation to journalists at large because what we had 
found was an act of terrorism directed against members of our profession and if that goes unanswered it's 
sending out a message that says you can mess with journalists in this way you can kill and maim them with 
no no response no consequence and also having been victims of this solidified our thinking about the 
terrorism we had to remove the issue of terrorism from the the abstract and made us think hard about it and 
we realize that if there is a an act of terrorism like this and it goes unpunished it does encourage those very 
same people to commit more acts of terrorism so we really had an obligation to society at large than that in 


that way and when putting when balancing all of these things we felt that our obligations outweighed our the 
consequences to our careers and we agreed to go ahead with this suit the suit was filed just one year ago 
and 
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suit was filed just one year ago and quite honestly as Danny will explain in a moment a lot of people even our 
friends said you're you're you're dreaming you're going too far it's one thing to avenge the Filippenko 
bombing but now you're talking about some some sort of conspiracy involving oil sorts of other people you're 
bringing drug trafficking into it you're bringing your arms trafficking into it or terrorism all these other related 
issues and it's just never going to hold up and a lot of even friends laughed about it and they said who are 
these people you know these people that you're you're suing who is a general see court who is Albert 
Hakeem who were General Singh lob all these these names that people didn't know at the time Robbo and 
John Howe all these names that people didn't know a year ago but now of course everyone knows because 
of their very same people that are appearing on television every day and being mildly questioned by 
members of the United States Congress the the filing of the suit enraged further enraged the people who 
were harassing us warriors from the Christic Institute were present and we had gotten some very very 
important information information sworn testimony that is available here from for instance a Costa Rican 
security agent annex Costa Rica next member of the Costa Rican intelligence service who testified that he 
had on orders from his superiors assisted John Howe and Lepanto bomber several weeks before the 
bombing and that is very very important information important here and especially important in Costa Rica 
Eden Pastora gave the first full honest non self-serving account of his relationship with the Central 
Intelligence Agency over the years 
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years he gave 8 hours of testimony that is a very very important record of the attempts of the CIA to destroy 
his organization and all of this infuriated the people who are upset about our suit at the end of the suit our 
secretary went to the post office to pick up a several packages that had arrived one of those packages 
contained two books mailed from the Corrado with the eternal return address of tibor hey managua and 
when she walked out of the post office she was seized by a narcotics police they took her before a judge 
opened up the books and found in one of the books a pocket of 50 grams of cocaine with a letter to us from 
Thomas Bor hey the interior minister of nicaragua implicating us in large-scale cocaine trafficking implicating 
Daniel Ortega the president of Nicaragua Alberto Ortega the defense minister of Nicaragua implicating the 
Christic Institute investigators for the Christic Institute Senator John Kerry and the Soviet Union's 
ambassador to Costa Rica and our Costa Rican lawyer on very very large-scale drug trafficking | mean the 
letter was really and people here that see it in the United States laughs and say they overplayed their hand 
and they certainly did but in Costa Rica it was taken seriously in our house and office were raided by 
narcotics agents who burst in with her their guns drawn and there was a very tense time and that that 
problem is is continuing people who gave testimony who gave those depositions are almost all of them at 
this moment being harassed and one way or another in Costa Rica we know that the problems for all of us 
are going to increase because as these people get pushed harder as they get pushed harder 
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pushed harder as they get pushed harder up against the wall and that's what's exactly what's happening to 
them they are going to respond by attacking us attacking the Christic Institute attacking this whole process 
and that's why we think it's important to talk to people like you about it because we know that the best 
protection that we all have is to have public broad public knowledge about what is going on we really need 
that we if we remain isolated if we remain anonymous we are in danger if the process remains isolated and 
anonymous the process is going to be in danger and our only protection our only salvation is to have broad 
public knowledge the support of concerned individuals and organizations throughout the United States and 
throughout the world and that's what's going to make the protection that's going to allow this to to go forward 


and hopefully surely bring these people finally to justice the Christic Institute began the investigation which 
has led to the federal racketeering lawsuit against general Secord and the other members of his Enterprise 
back in March of 1984 March of 1984 the Christic Institute was contacted by Catholic bishop John 
Fitzpatrick's people down in Brownsville Texas and asked to undertake the criminal defense of a number of 
the people that were working at Casa Romero who had been arrested and we're going to be criminally 
prosecuted by the Reagan administration for participating in the sanctuary movement during our 
investigation prior to defending them in that criminal case we uncovered the existence of a major plan by the 
Reagan administration to go forth with a national readiness exercise that was going to be codenamed Rex 
84 this major nationwide readiness exercise we discovered was a war game 
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exercise we discovered was a war game scenario pursuant to which the Reagan administration was going to 
be exercising its ability to undertake a direct military strike into Central America and to plan for the domestic 
steps that would have to be taken to round up some 400,000 undocumented Central American aliens these 
people were going to be incarcerated in some 10 military detention camps now this plan was going forward 
in the form of Rex 84 when we discovered that in addition to that portion of the plan there was a plan under X 
84 Bravo to distribute major amounts of small arms from the Defense Department down to the state National 
Guard units from there in this readiness exercise the weapons were going to be distributed down to groups 
called State Defense Forces these groups that were supposed to be similar to the old civilian civil defense 
volunteer groups we're going to receive these weapons and were then planning to under the supervision of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency smuggle these weapons to the Contras in Central America this 
was because the United States Congress had in March of 1984 prohibited any direct or indirect aid from the 
executive branch of our government to the Contras so you see what the Christic Institute had discovered in 
the midst of its preparation for the sanctuary defense was in fact a secret plan run by the Reagan 
administration to attempt to subvert the intent of Congress in the passage of the Boland Amendment well 
when we discovered this we learned that particular shipments of military hardware from this readiness 
exercise and from other military bases were being smuggled from Fort Lauderdale Hollywood 
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smuggled from Fort Lauderdale Hollywood Airport in Florida down to ela pongal airbase in El Salvador from 
there they were being trans shipped down to Costa Rica where they were landing on the ranch of a million 
they're American farmer and rancher by the name of John Hall now we learned this between March and May 
of 1984 now at that time in May of 1984 the Christic Institute also learned that one of the people who was 
playing a major role in facilitating this transfer of military hardware down to the Contras in Central America 
was in fact a man by they move Rob Owen and we learned that this private citizen was working as the liaison 
for a lieutenant colonel oliver north the deputy director of the National Security Council in charge of political 
military liaison so we were faced in June of 1984 with an absolutely fundamental question of how the Christic 
Institute a religious public interest law firm could bring about a piece of federal litigation which would enable 
us to take sworn federal depositions which could prove to the American people that these facts were 
transpiring it was at that point that shortly after we had undertaken the trial down in Brownsville Texas which 
eventually ended up at the court of appeals level being one on the Christic Institute Sallee GLE arguments 
and all the charges dismissed against those sanctuary workers in the first criminal trial we came back to 
Washington DC and undertook an attempt to find a plaintiff or a American citizen who had standing 
somehow to bring about a piece of federal litigation against those who were engaged in this large-scale 
smuggling of weapons and violation of the Boland Amendment in the United States Neutrality Act it was at 
that time that we learned that in May of 1984 an event 
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we learned that in May of 1984 an event had occurred which we had only heard a very little about at that 
time that was a bombing down in Nicaragua ATLA penka in the attempt to kill Eden Pastora about which 
Tony has already given you information in light of the knowledge that we acquired about that bombing we 
were very suspicious that the bombing materials may well have been provided by this secret network of 
individuals well Martha and Tony pursued the investigation which Tony has described to you which led them 
to the conclusion that John Hall from the large ranch down in Costa Rica had in fact supervised the bombing 
ATLA penka utilizing materials that had been flown into him and specifically plastic explosives called c4 and 
that these materials have been used to kill the people at LaPenta and in fact had very seriously injured Tony 
Aragon who was an ABC television cameraman now we then ended up having contact with Martha and Tony 
and they retained the Christic Institute to represent them because they had issued a public report naming 
John Hall and a number of others as having been directly involved in planning this bombing they also 
accused John Hall in their public report of being the CIA liaison in Costa Rica who was receiving the military 
hardware and his ranch for the contrast now when John Hall sued them for liable we were contacted the 
Christic Institute and asked to defend them we did go forward to defend them and as we were preparing that 
defense an extraordinary series of events began to occur at the Christic Institute most importantly we were 
contacted by a former United States intelligence officer in the United States military he approached us and 
as 
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States military he approached us and as we began to discuss with him what the information was that he had 
the Christic Institute came to learn that in fact those who were behind the sale and transfer of weapons to the 
Contras in Central America were in fact a longtime secret team of former high-level Central Intelligence 
Agency officials in the United States Pentagon officials who had in fact been forced to retire from the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the United States Pentagon between 1976 and 1980 under the administration of 
President Carter these people have been forced to resign or retire because of their participation in ultra 
secret illegal foreign operations now that is the reason they were forced into retirement but what we learned 
from this military intelligence officer is that these individuals when forced out of the government in between 
1976 and 1980 had formed a private company that was known as the Egyptian American transport and 
service company from this private base outside of the structures of the United States government this group 
had begun to supply military equipment and finances to Nicaraguan dictator Anastasio Somoza after samosa 
had been formally cut off from any military assistance by the United States Congress by the President of the 
United States and by the United States Central Intelligence Agency now this was an extraordinary thing for 
us to learn in light of the fact that these former high-level government officials were now under taking action 
in direct contravention of the United States foreign policy now as we began to investigate these men we 
learned that they were run by a man by the name of Theodore Shaklee Theodore Shaklee had been the 
deputy director the assistant deputy director for the Central Intelligence Agency in charge of all covert 
operations under George Bush 
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covert operations under George Bush George Bush which many people don't remember in 1976 served as 
the director of the Central Intelligence Agency this man Theodore shakthi was his commander of covert 
operations Theodora shakthi had been forced to resign under the Carter Administration and he had taken 
command of this secret team outside of the American government that was going to prosecute in ultra right- 
wing foreign policy in contravention of the u.s. American foreign policy of our government his assistant was a 
man by the name of Tom Klein's they worked with General Richard Secord a man by the name of Albert Kien 
another man by the name of Eric von Maur bod and a man by the name of Raphael chichi Quintero among 
others as we began to uncover the history of these people we learned that not only had they been the private 
company that it attempted to maintain military support for Anastasio Somoza but in fact that when samosa 
fell from power in July of 1979 these men were the ones who had met with samosas military commanders his 
dreaded laguardia national guard and in fact had undertaken to persuade them to form a contra group a new 
government in exile that would in fact mount armed military assaults against the new US government 


recognized sandanista government in Nicaragua now that is where the beginning of the Contras really rests 
these people provided the military equipment the financing and the the creative force behind the Contras 
from July of 1979 when honest Anastasio Somoza fell from power all the way through to January of 1981 
when the administration of Ronald Reagan came to power and it was at that time that these people passed 
the conference to the Reagan administration 
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conference to the Reagan administration in which they were then financed and supported by Bill Casey and 
the Central Intelligence Agency now that financing and support continued all the way up to 1984 when in fact 
the Central Intelligence Agency was caught lining the harbors of Nicaragua and passing out the 
assassination manuals advocating the political assassination of civilians inside Nicaragua now when that 
was discovered the United States Congress passed the Boland Amendment in March of 1984 prohibiting any 
further administration support for the Contras either direct or indirect now that of course is where the major 
scandal has begun now what we discovered however very importantly is that this secret team of men 
Theodore Shaklee Tom Klein's general Richard Secord Eric von Maur Bob and Rafael chicha Quintero and 
the others had in fact been planning to set up this private outside of the government operation ever since 
1973 and in fact as we began to study their history we learned that this secret team of men went back into 
history all the way back to 1959 1959 these people under then the supervision of Vice President Richard 
Nixon had undertaken to set up a secret operation this within control of the National Security Council which 
Vice President Nixon sat on at that time he chaired a group called the 5414 committee inside the National 
Security Council on which the director of the Central Intelligence Agency Allen Dulles sat at the time and they 
formed a group called Operation 40 that began a covert military operation against the new 
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military operation against the new government of Cuba now that operation ran throughout 1959 into 1960 
and in 1960 vice president Richard Nixon called meeting a very secret meeting that was held down in Florida 
and he sent a representative of his by the name of Robert Mayhew to that meeting he asked to come to that 
meeting representatives of Santo Trafficante the dawn of the Mafia that had previously been in Havana 
running the Meyer Lansky drug and gambling operations in Cuba before they were thrown out by the new 
government of Fidel Castro this alliance was formed in 1960 between between Richard Nixon and trafficante 
this is fact and it can be established that they organized a group to supplement the secret operation 40 this 
secret group to carry out assassinations specifically the assassination of Fidel Castro Raul Castro Che 
Guevara and five other men that were on a list to be assassinated now the members of this shooter team as 
they came to be known is extraordinarily important because they include Felix Rodriguez who very recently 
has been caught commanding the air base at Allah Pongo that shipped the weapons from US territory from 
there into the Contras his assistant was a man by the name of Jose Posada Correa who you know is Ramon 
Medina who was his deputy in fact in the shipping of the arms meal upon go this was the second man on the 
assassination team that was organized in 1960 by Richard Nixon a third man on that team was Rafael chichi 
Quintero chichi Quintero is the man who supervised the construction of the secret airstrip in Costa Rica for 
the Contras under the under the secret team another person three more people on that team were Rolando 
Martinez a man but no Diaz and 
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Rolando Martinez a man but no Diaz and also a man named a Frank Sturgis these are the three men who 
were caught in the Watergate Hotel in 1971 working for Richard Nixon trying to burglarize and bug the office 
of Larry O'Brien Larry O'Brien as you recall at that time in 1971 was the chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee however immediately prior to that time he had been the number two man in the Howard Hughes 
Empire the number one man in the Howard Hughes Empire prior to that time had been Robert Mayhew 
demand that Richard Nixon had sent to the meeting in 1960 in Florida at the Fontainebleau Hotel to meet 
with traffic aunties men to set up the assassination team you will find that that is the reason for their attempt 


to burglarize that office and to bug those phones that is what they were in the Watergate Hotel for and that is 
why the Watergate scandal was never allowed to really come to an understanding of what that burglary was 
really all about now that group was not only an assassination team at that time but when they launched the 
Bay of Pigs invasion and that failed they continued that operation under the direction of Theodore Shaklee in 
Shuba operating out of miami florida the CIA station Theodore Shaklee was the chief of station for the CIA 
that ran the entire covert war against Cuba that was a comprar war utilizing the exile from the ultra right-wing 
dictatorship out of Cuba under Batista to launch a war against the government recognized new government 
there now that operation went from 1960 all the way to 1965 that time Theodore Shaklee who was the CIA 
station chief was transferred to Laos he went to Laos is the deputy station chief under Gordon Jorgenson in 
1965 he brought with him Tom Klein's he brought with him Richard Secord at that time he brought with him 
Raphael Gigi Quintero and a number of others and 
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Gigi Quintero and a number of others and what they did is they began to establish a secret assassination 
unit in Laos among the Hmong tribesmen of the mayo' tribesmen indeed they in fact funded this group of 
assassins by establishing an alliance in Laos with a man by the name of Vaughn Powell he was a prince of 
the Hmong tribe and they in fact took advantage of the fact that he was a major opium smuggler and what 
they did is is under the direction of Theodore Shaklee and Tom Klein's in Richard Secord they suppressed 
selectively his competition in the opium industry in Laos that allowing vine pile to rise to monopoly control of 
the opium industry in Laos and then he used a portion of the income from his monopoly control of the opium 
to fund the assassination team in Laos among the Hmong tribe now that operation was formalized in 1966 
under the supervision of a group called Mak the sod that group was under the command of General John 
Kay Singh cloud his deputy Air Wing Commander of that was General Richard Secord one of the men who 
ran the Green Beret operations in that unit was a man by the name of Dewey Owen the older brother of Rob 
Owen this is where that group formed and they had determined that they were going to utilize the 
assassination capacity to destroy people that they viewed to be potential communists socialist supporters in 
that area of the world it was funded by opium income from Van Powell now that operation continued when 
Theodore Shaklee became the chief of station in Laos in 1968 in in 1968 Santo Trafficante the former 
partner in the operation in Miami came to Southeast Asia met with Van Powell and established a mechanism 
by means of which Santo Trafficante became the major importer of China white heroin a vine pile into the 
United States and that became that began the flood of heroin into the United States 
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flood of heroin into the United States some of the profits from which were being used by this secret team run 
by Theodore Shaklee and Tom Klein's and Richard Secord to carry out the political assassinations against 
the left in Southeast Asia now that operation continued to run when Theodore Shaq he became the chief of 
station in Vietnam in 1971 excuse me 1969 and he set up at that time the now infamous Phoenix project our 
Phoenix program that carried out the political assassination of some 60,000 South Vietnamese civilians from 
that period to the end of the war in 1975 Theodore Shaklee in 1971 was transferred from being chief of 
station in Vietnam to being the chief of Western Hemisphere operations here in the United States he ran the 
covert operations against Salvador Allende he in fact along with Tom Klein's in chichi Quintero supervised 
the kidnapping and assassination of general Schneider the chief of staff of Salvador Allende and carried out 
what has become known as tracked to the military destabilization and military overthrow of the 
democratically elected government in Chile because it was a socialist government in the end of 1973 even 
that had been accomplished Theodore Shaklee and Tom Klein's went back to directing operations in the Far 
East and at that time they began their program because they knew that that war was going to be lost and 
they knew that they wanted to establish a secret channel for continuing their type of secret war so what they 
did is they began to pilfer money from the vampire opium traffic utilizing only a portion of it to continue to fund 
this assassination program in Southeast Asia even though it was no longer called the Phoenix program that 


the fact is that program was continued but a portion of that money was pilfered and brought down to various 
secret accounts down in Australia which eventually became the New Guinea and bank accounts down there 
under Mugen in Michael hand 
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under Mugen in Michael hand a former covert officer inside Southeast Asia now that is the base from which 
they moved the finances at the end of the Vietnam War in 1975 into Iran it was then in 1976 the Theodore 
Shah he became the associate deputy director of the CIA in charge of covert operations under George Bush 
the primary covert operation was being supervised by Shakti at that time was a covert seek and destroy 
program inside Iran against enemies of the Shah and that operation run by Theodora Shakti and Tom Klein's 
was in fact implemented by Ed Wilson and frank terpil in Iran it was that secret operation that was the source 
of ed Wilson's efforts over in Libya to establish contact with Libyan government to sell them c4 to learn 
where the bases were and the identities at which were trained the terrorists in Libya that were coming over 
into Iran to carry out political assassinations against supporters of the Shah and against psylocke torturers 
now that was the job that was being supervised by Theodore Shaklee and it's extremely important for us to 
understand that then it began to take on the tone of a quote anti-terrorist program the former strictly anti- 
communist operation of assassinations that have been run by Theodore Shaklee began to to cloak itself in 
the the color of an anti-terrorist program and what we have learned from our investigations is that that anti- 
terrorist program was run in such a way that they obtained the identities of actually the foreign passport ID 
vacations nationality wise and the flight numbers from which people were believing that the training bases in 
Libya into Iran and they also at the same time learned the flight numbers in false passport nationalities of 
people who had been trained in Libya that were 
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who had been trained in Libya that were going to Nicaragua El Salvador and the Philippines that information 
was transferred from Ed Wilson in Libya to Rafael chichi Quintero where he was hidden inside the Security 
Division of Pemex the National Oil Company in Mexico the president of Pemex at that time was a man by the 
name of Diaz Serrano the former business partner of George Bush in Zapata oil company that secret anti- 
terrorist operation functioned as an assassination operation during that period of time and that information 
was passed from them up to Theodore shakthi and Tom Klein's but the man who had to sign off before any 
such assassination would be carried out was a man by the name of William Buckley he is a man that was 
inside the Central Intelligence Agency who headed up the extremely sensitive anti-terrorist unit of the CIA so 
what we discovered was that this OP this team of people up from 1976 until they were forced out of the 
government in 1979 in 78 were running a secret anti-terrorist assassination program inside the Central 
Intelligence Agency but when it wasn't authorized by the agency and by Carter and by the DCI the director of 
Central Intelligence Stansfield Turner they in fact went to the secret newman hand funds in australia to run 
this as a private enterprise even though theodore Shaklee was still within the Central Intelligence Agency as 
was Tom Klein's and and as Richard Secord was but what we also discovered is that those narcotics monies 
that had been pilfered during the Southeast Asian campaign were being supplemented from 1976 to 1980 by 
the embezzling that was going on supervised by Richard Secord and Eric von marbot they were running the 
the foreign military sales program for the United States in the Middle East and what they were doing 
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the Middle East and what they were doing is they were getting the Pentagon to provide weapons to the 
Middle Eastern countries at cost manufacturer cost but they were in fact selling these weapons to those 
companies for their much higher replacement value the difference between those two prices was being 
skinned off and sent down to the new gihan bank to fund this ultra secret outside of the government 
operation so what we had functioning here was a CIA outside of the CIA long before bill casey ever thought 
of any such thing the fact of the matter is that the CIA outside of the CIA was being supervised by theodore 
Shaklee and Tom Klein's very early in 1976 and 77 when they were forced out of the government because of 


their conduct they merely set up the egyptian american transport and service company based in egypt and 
then began to utilize that money that had been embezzled from the foreign military sales program and have 
been taking from taken from the narcotics programs in southeast asia and began to fund Anastasio Somoza 
to keep him in power and when he fell from power in july of 79 they began to utilize this money to create a 
total artifice of the Contras made up of the military commanders of general Anastasio Somoza this as | said 
was the origin of the Contras and these were the people that when President Reagan came to power in 
January of 1981 were simply passed over to this administration this administration under Ronald Reagan 
financed and recruited and trained the conference from 1981 to 1984 when the Boland amendment cut them 
off now the illusion that the United States Congress members in this heavily biased select committee two- 
thirds of the men of which voted for contra aid would like to convey to you is that somehow this secret team 
this CIA outside of the CIA was the construct of Oliver North and 
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was the construct of Oliver North and perhaps John Poindexter and of course the dead bill Casey so that 
they can attempt to fun to finite ties this little group and point out that it's just a recent phenomenon a strange 
quirk in that if you can just deal with one administration's wrongdoings you can solve our problem the fact of 
the matter is that that is not the nature of this this is not just a small cancerous growth on the nose of one 
president this in fact is a cancer deep in the body politic of the American government and this is something 
that we have to operate on deeply and seriously we cannot exercise the folly of allowing ourselves like a 
family who has discovered cancer in the head of their family to wish that it wasn't there to pretend that it 
wasn't there to rely to ourselves and say that it wasn't there because this in fact is a cancer that needs 
operating on and when these people in the United States Senate and House Select Committee try to pretend 
to us that we cannot stand the trauma of really looking into this that the body politic of the American people is 
not strong enough to survive this operation just remember these are not the people who have ever really 
trusted ever trusted in the actual operating functions of the American people of democracy of above board 
democratic advocacy in this world these are people who have condoned the covert operations who've 
allowed these types of programs to continue and they are not protecting you or our constitutional interests 
what we have to do is the American people we have to tell them that don't you tell us that we can't operate 
on this get cancer in the chest of our body politic because we have confidence in the strength of our body 
politic and we will undertake this operation because this is not an aberration of one single administration 
these people on this secret team have been functioning together since 1959 they have functioned against 
Cuba they 
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they have functioned against Cuba they have functioned in Southeast Asia utilizing opium income they have 
functioned in Iran using embezzled funds from the foreign military sales program and using income of the 
Opium they are now functioning in Central America on behalf of the cause of Anastasio Somoza even though 
he's gone now that type of ultra right-wing domination that they believe in and this secret team has to be 
addressed it has to be dealt with for these are the soldiers the midnight soldiers of the national security state 
and we as the American public have to look back in this 200th anniversary year of our Constitution and we 
have to see that this national security state apparatus that has been established is not an ancient tradition in 
our Culture it is a very recent phenomenon it is younger than our the baby boom generation the fact the 
matter is that this was set up by the National Security Act of 1947 which adopted a concept inside our 
government that we had to set up undemocratically responsive institutions such as the Central Intelligence 
Agency the National Security Council the National Security Agency to carry out this dialectical combat 
throughout the world against any government democratic or otherwise that didn't agree with our economic 
philosophies that this is a war making mechanism to seek out socialist and communist governments and 
movements throughout the world to attempt to neutralize and ultimately destroy them that they have lost the 
political consensus for that former bipartisan foreign policy they do not have support for that anymore and for 
that reason they have gone into covert business now when they wouldn't the covert business inside the CIA 


they were getting away with it they've now gone outside of the CIA because they can't even allow the 
Congress to know that this is being funded now that is the crisis that we are faced with here this is a secret 
government outside of our government it is run in the field by Theodore Shaklee whom they will not talk 
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Theodore Shaklee whom they will not talk with you about it is supervised by Tom Klein's it is funded and 
supplied by Richard Secord the assassination operations are supervised by Raphael Gigi Quintero that this 
operation is provable that we will prove this case to be true in the federal racketeering case going on in my 
me Florida now but do not believe that the Select Committee will get to the bottom of this do not believe that 
the special prosecutor will really attempt to get to the bottom of this it will be you it will be the Christic Institute 
it will be the other national citizens organizations around our country we will insist that this truth be revealed 
and will demonstrate that we have the courage that we have the political strength and our body politic to face 
this squarely to address this problem and to excise this cancer from the chest of our body politic and we will 
be healthier and happier and we will be able to pursue the democratic ideals of our country and to be able to 
spread these ideals through open democratic dialogue throughout the world now that is the quest of the 
Christic Institute and that is the quest of the people that are behind this particular litigation we ask for your 
help we ask for the your assistance financially and for your assistance politically and we insist that steps be 
taken not simply to impeach this president which we must do and to impeach the vice president who was 
involved in this program and to impeach Edwin Meese who supervised not only the cover-up when he was 
Attorney General but supervised the construction of transferring power to the secret team because you see 
when in fact this administration was caught doing those things mining the harbor's and passing out the 
assassination manuals all they did was passed the contra ball back to the secret team they merely left Oliver 
North is the liaison from this administration to them that is the fact of the matter and that is what is really 
going on here it is not the mythology 
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going on here it is not the mythology that they try to sell to you that somehow this was the product of Oliver 
North and John Poindexter it is not true you must tell them that you know that it's not true you must help us to 
demonstrate that it is not true and bringing to justice the midnight soldiers of the national security state thank 
you very much this investigation and lawsuit is historic we are dealing with what we believe is a cancer in the 
body politic that must be exposed and surgery must be done we are working with national organizations 47 
of them they are the Methodist Church the Presbyterian Church the union of American Hebrew 
congregations the Unitarian Universalists and a number of other organizations the National Organization for 
Women sane fries and others who are joining with us in a communications Alliance to disseminate this 
information from the investigation to you and other people throughout the country we also have a network of 
local activists and local groups called contra gate action teams that are working on a local level to 
disseminate information and generate the kind of pressure that will be necessary to be exerted on the 
Congress to get them to solve the policy problems that are raised by this case if you would like to work with 
us if you would like more information from us please contact us and call our hotline and we will respond 
immediately it is through your help and the help of others like you throughout the country but together we will 
be able to accomplish this task thank you 
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